



































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































 NSW Victoria 
Number of Catholic schools – Average school enrolment 122 - 815 94 - 1010 
Number of Independent schools - Average enrolment 225 - 689 132 - 850 
Total number of non-government schools 347 226 
Number of government schools - Average school enrolment 444 - 673 301 - 771 
Number and % of Catholic schools receiving the same* or more government recurrent 





Number and % of Independent schools receiving the same* or more government recurrent 





Number of federal electorates 51 38 
Number and % of electorates with at least one non-government school receiving more 





Number and % of electorates with three or more NG schools funded above equiv or lower 





























  # Government schools with an ICSEA values within a range of 10 are also included	
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APPENDIX	
  3	
  	
  	
  
Calculating	
  the	
  claimed	
  saving	
  to	
  government	
  of	
  supporting	
  non-­‐government	
  schools	
  
	
  
Or	
  
	
  
"Un-­‐picking	
  the	
  Cherries"	
  
	
  
As	
  discussed	
  in	
  the	
  text,	
  it	
  is	
  necessary	
  to	
  attempt	
  to	
  equate	
  the	
  educational	
  needs	
  of	
  students	
  before	
  trying	
  to	
  compare	
  
the	
  costs	
  of	
  government	
  recurrent	
  funding	
  to	
  groups	
  of	
  schools.	
  
	
  
Critics	
  often	
  claim	
  that	
  in	
  doing	
  this,	
  researchers	
  -­‐	
  ourselves	
  included	
  -­‐	
  "cherry-­‐pick	
  the	
  data"	
  to	
  favour	
  the	
  case	
  they	
  
want	
  to	
  make.	
  	
  The	
  "case"	
  that	
  we	
  want	
  to	
  make	
  is	
  one	
  for	
  the	
  complete	
  adoption	
  of	
  the	
  principles	
  of	
  sector-­‐blind	
  and	
  
needs-­‐based	
  funding	
  that	
  were	
  at	
  the	
  core	
  of	
  the	
  Gonski	
  Report.	
  	
  Nevertheless,	
  to	
  avoid	
  any	
  accusation	
  of	
  cherry-­‐
picking,	
  this	
  analysis	
  sets	
  out	
  to	
  use	
  all	
  of	
  the	
  available	
  data.	
  	
  Although	
  limited	
  somewhat	
  by	
  ACARA's	
  protocols	
  in	
  
publishing	
  data	
  on	
  My	
  School,	
  we	
  have	
  succeeded	
  in	
  incorporating	
  over	
  98.5%	
  of	
  schools	
  and	
  around	
  99%	
  of	
  students.	
  	
  
	
  
In	
  order	
  to	
  equate	
  educational	
  needs,	
  the	
  My	
  School	
  website	
  provides	
  ACARA's	
  Index	
  of	
  Community	
  Socio-­‐Educational	
  
Advantage	
  (ICSEA).	
  	
  Not	
  all	
  schools	
  have	
  a	
  published	
  ICSEA.	
  	
  "Special"	
  schools	
  don't;	
  nor	
  do	
  some	
  very	
  small	
  schools	
  
where	
  issues	
  of	
  privacy	
  might	
  arise.	
  	
  A	
  small	
  number	
  of	
  others	
  have	
  no	
  ICSEA	
  for	
  reasons	
  that	
  are	
  not	
  disclosed.	
  	
  A	
  small	
  
number	
  do	
  not	
  have	
  published	
  2013	
  funding	
  data,	
  either	
  because	
  they	
  came	
  into	
  existence	
  in	
  2014	
  or	
  for	
  other,	
  
unspecified	
  reasons.	
  	
  Nevertheless,	
  the	
  My	
  School	
  website	
  provides	
  access	
  to	
  2013	
  funding	
  data	
  for	
  almost	
  9,300	
  
schools,	
  representing	
  over	
  3.6	
  million	
  students.	
  	
  That's	
  a	
  lot	
  of	
  cherries!	
  
	
  
Schools	
  without	
  a	
  published	
  ICSEA	
  
	
  
Our	
  dataset	
  had	
  around	
  715	
  schools	
  among	
  the	
  2013	
  funding	
  data	
  that	
  could	
  not	
  be	
  grouped	
  with	
  the	
  remainder	
  due	
  to	
  
the	
  lack	
  of	
  a	
  published	
  ICSEA.	
  The	
  total	
  of	
  students	
  in	
  this	
  category	
  represents	
  just	
  3%	
  of	
  all	
  students	
  in	
  the	
  national	
  
dataset,	
  however	
  they	
  attract	
  around	
  10%	
  of	
  all	
  Federal	
  and	
  State/Territory	
  government	
  recurrent	
  funding.	
  	
  The	
  reasons	
  
for	
  this	
  are	
  readily	
  apparent	
  when	
  we	
  begin	
  to	
  analyse	
  the	
  schools	
  that	
  fall	
  into	
  this	
  category:	
  
	
  
a. Special	
  Schools	
  
	
  
Over	
  400	
  of	
  these	
  715	
  were	
  Special	
  schools	
  and	
  they	
  represent	
  an	
  important,	
  distinct	
  category	
  of	
  schools,	
  since	
  they	
  
serve	
  the	
  students	
  with	
  the	
  greatest	
  educational	
  needs30.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Some	
  76%	
  of	
  the	
  Special	
  schools	
  reported	
  on	
  the	
  My	
  School	
  website	
  with	
  funding	
  data	
  are	
  in	
  the	
  Government	
  sector	
  and	
  
their	
  students	
  attracted	
  an	
  average	
  of	
  $43,870	
  of	
  government	
  funding	
  each.	
  	
  Students	
  in	
  Special	
  Catholic	
  schools	
  
received	
  around	
  $24,145	
  each	
  and	
  Special	
  Independent	
  school	
  students	
  $25,755.	
  	
  These	
  figures	
  represent	
  55%	
  and	
  59%	
  
respectively	
  of	
  the	
  Government	
  Special	
  school	
  students'	
  funding.31	
  
	
  
b. Generalist	
  Schools	
  without	
  a	
  published	
  ICSEA	
  
	
  
The	
  majority	
  of	
  these	
  are	
  small	
  schools	
  and	
  are	
  in	
  non-­‐metropolitan	
  locations,	
  many	
  in	
  remote	
  areas,	
  so	
  their	
  average	
  
per-­‐student	
  funding	
  is	
  on	
  the	
  high	
  side	
  compared	
  to	
  the	
  remainder	
  of	
  the	
  country's	
  generalist	
  schools.	
  	
  The	
  government	
  
funding	
  of	
  this	
  rather	
  diverse	
  mix	
  of	
  schools	
  amounts	
  to	
  around	
  $16,480	
  for	
  Government	
  school	
  students;	
  around	
  
$13,420	
  for	
  Catholic	
  students;	
  $9,250	
  for	
  Independent	
  school	
  students.	
  The	
  latter	
  figures	
  are	
  81%	
  and	
  56%	
  of	
  
government	
  Special	
  school	
  students'	
  funding	
  in	
  this	
  category.	
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Schools	
  with	
  a	
  published	
  ICSEA	
  
	
  
As	
  noted	
  above	
  the	
  'no-­‐ICSEA'	
  schools	
  attract	
  10%	
  of	
  the	
  total	
  government	
  recurrent	
  funding.	
  	
  The	
  corollary	
  to	
  this	
  is	
  
that	
  the	
  remaining	
  97%	
  of	
  schools	
  share	
  the	
  remaining	
  90%	
  of	
  funding.	
  	
  It	
  follows	
  from	
  the	
  mathematics	
  that	
  the	
  
averages	
  of	
  the	
  97%	
  will	
  be	
  lower	
  than	
  they	
  would	
  be	
  if	
  all	
  schools	
  were	
  aggregated,	
  as	
  shown	
  in	
  the	
  table	
  below.	
  
	
  
	
   All	
  schools	
   Excluding	
  Special	
  schools	
   Excluding	
  all	
  non-­‐ICSEA	
  schools	
  
Total	
  Gov't	
  
recurrent	
  
funding	
  
Dollars	
  per	
  
student	
  
%	
  relative	
  to	
  
Gov't	
  Schools	
  
Dollars	
  per	
  
student	
  
%	
  relative	
  to	
  
Gov't	
  Schools	
  
Dollars	
  per	
  
student	
  
%	
  relative	
  to	
  
Gov't	
  Schools	
  
Government	
   $11,858	
  	
   100.0%	
   $11,509	
  	
   100.0%	
   $11,411	
  	
   100.0%	
  
Catholic	
   $	
  9,542	
  	
   80.5%	
   $	
  9,510	
  	
   82.6%	
   $	
  9,448	
  	
   82.8%	
  
Independent	
   $	
  7,808	
  	
   65.8%	
   $	
  7,641	
  	
   66.4%	
   $	
  7,588	
  	
   66.5%	
  
	
  
Since	
  these	
  schools	
  attract	
  large	
  amounts	
  of	
  funding	
  and	
  the	
  great	
  majority	
  of	
  them	
  are	
  in	
  the	
  Government	
  sector,	
  it	
  
follows	
  that	
  when	
  they	
  are	
  excluded,	
  the	
  Government	
  school	
  average	
  will	
  be	
  reduced	
  more	
  than	
  either	
  of	
  the	
  non-­‐
government	
  sectors	
  and	
  thus	
  there	
  is	
  a	
  relative	
  increase	
  in	
  the	
  non-­‐government	
  schools'	
  percentage	
  of	
  Government	
  
funding.	
  
	
  
Doing	
  the	
  arithmetic	
  
	
  
The	
  table	
  below	
  divides	
  all	
  of	
  the	
  schools	
  with	
  data	
  reported	
  on	
  the	
  My	
  School	
  website	
  into	
  ten	
  groupings	
  according	
  to	
  
their	
  ICSEA,	
  or	
  absence	
  of	
  it.	
  	
  The	
  average	
  government	
  recurrent	
  funding	
  per	
  student	
  is	
  calculated	
  for	
  Government,	
  
Catholic	
  and	
  Independent	
  schools	
  in	
  each	
  group.	
  	
  The	
  difference	
  between	
  the	
  funding	
  for	
  a	
  Government	
  school	
  student	
  
and	
  for	
  each	
  of	
  Catholic	
  and	
  Independent	
  school	
  students	
  is	
  calculated	
  and	
  extended	
  to	
  the	
  total	
  of	
  students	
  in	
  each	
  
category.	
  
	
  
The	
  difference	
  represents	
  the	
  additional	
  recurrent	
  cost	
  (or	
  saving)	
  to	
  governments	
  if	
  those	
  students	
  had	
  been	
  enrolled	
  in	
  
an	
  ICSEA-­‐equivalent	
  government	
  school	
  in	
  2013.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
As	
  indicated	
  on	
  page	
  5,	
  the	
  total	
  is	
  very	
  much	
  less	
  that	
  is	
  generally	
  reported	
  when	
  calculations	
  are	
  made	
  using	
  gross	
  
averages	
  that	
  include	
  all	
  schools.	
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ICSEA	
  Range	
  
	
   	
  
School	
  
Cluster	
  
From	
   to	
   Sector	
   Schools	
  
2013	
  State	
  +	
  
Federal	
  
Government	
  
funding	
  
$/student	
  
Percent	
  of	
  
2013	
  state	
  +	
  
Federal	
  
funding	
  to	
  
Government	
  
schools	
  
Additional	
  
2013	
  
funding	
  
(saving)	
  per	
  
student	
  to	
  
match	
  Gov't	
  
schools	
  
Additional	
  
total	
  2013	
  
funding	
  
(saving)	
  to	
  
match	
  Gov't	
  
schools	
  
Government	
   41	
   $23,154	
  	
   100%	
   	
   	
  
Catholic	
   0	
   -­‐	
   -­‐	
   0.0	
  	
   0	
  1	
   400	
   599	
  
Independent	
   3	
   $22,193	
  	
   96%	
   $960.6	
  	
   $305,458	
  
Government	
   159	
   $21,668	
  	
   100%	
   	
   	
  
Catholic	
   11	
   $26,658	
  	
   123%	
   -­‐$4,989.6	
  	
   -­‐$4,503,127	
  2	
   600	
   799	
  
Independent	
   9	
   $21,218	
  	
   98%	
   $450.3	
  	
   $411,229	
  
Government	
   478	
   $15,398	
  	
   100%	
   	
   	
  
Catholic	
   21	
   $15,260	
  	
   99%	
   $138.5	
  	
   $435,920	
  3	
   800	
   899	
  
Independent	
   4	
   $14,098	
  	
   92%	
   $1,300.6	
  	
   $282,481	
  
Government	
   1118	
   $13,124	
  	
   100%	
   	
   	
  
Catholic	
   50	
   $12,329	
  	
   94%	
   $795.2	
  	
   $9,563,143	
  4	
   900	
   949	
  
Independent	
   21	
   $10,869	
  	
   83%	
   $2,255.0	
  	
   $8,843,159	
  
Government	
   1798	
   $11,595	
  	
   100%	
   	
   	
  
Catholic	
   218	
   $10,952	
  	
   94%	
   $642.9	
  	
   $43,739,708	
  5	
   950	
   999	
  
Independent	
   63	
   $11,079	
   96%	
   $515.7	
  	
   $10,033,906	
  
Government	
   1267	
   $10,515	
  	
   100%	
   	
   	
  
Catholic	
   631	
   $9,865	
  	
   94%	
   $650.6	
  	
   $186,376,179	
  6	
   1000	
   1049	
  
Independent	
   232	
   $9,427	
  	
   90%	
   $1,088.1	
  	
   $109,484,977	
  
Government	
   626	
   $9,919	
  	
   100%	
   	
   	
  
Catholic	
   418	
   $8,856	
   89%	
   $1,063.1	
  	
   $225,738,638	
  7	
   1050	
   1099	
  
Independent	
   235	
   $8,552	
  	
   86%	
   $1,366.7	
  	
   $197,344,575	
  
Government	
   393	
   $9,335	
  	
   100%	
   	
   	
  
Catholic	
   178	
   $8,093	
  	
   87%	
   $1,241.4	
  	
   $89,854,686	
  8	
   1100	
   1149	
  
Independent	
   172	
   $7,280	
  	
   78%	
   $2,054.2	
  	
   $276,654,844	
  
Government	
   193	
   $9,006	
  	
   100%	
   	
   	
  
Catholic	
   68	
   $7,233	
  	
   80%	
   $1,773.2	
  	
   $52,969,657	
  9	
   1150	
   1299	
  
Independent	
   149	
   $4,757	
  	
   53%	
   $4,249.2	
  	
   $573,457,108	
  
Government	
   492	
   $26,320	
  	
   100%	
   	
   	
  
Catholic	
   50	
   $14,747	
  	
   56%	
   $11,573.0	
  	
   $143,575,865	
  10	
   No	
  ICSEA	
  
Independent	
   173	
   $12,977	
  	
   49%	
   $13,342.3	
  	
   $305,719,463	
  
	
  
Catholic	
  schools	
   747,750,669	
  
Independent	
  schools	
   1,482,537,199	
  
Total	
  
Additional	
  
amount	
  in	
  
2013	
  dollars	
  	
   all	
  non-­‐government	
  schools	
   2,230,287,868	
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APPENDIX	
  4:	
  	
  	
  Other	
  school	
  costs	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Capital	
  funding	
  
	
  
Most	
  of	
  the	
  debate	
  about	
  money	
  and	
  schools	
  refers	
  to	
  recurrent	
  or	
  year-­‐by-­‐year	
  or	
  recurrent	
  funding.	
  The	
  amounts	
  and	
  
distribution	
  of	
  capital	
  funding	
  are	
  also	
  important,	
  but	
  the	
  per-­‐student	
  amounts	
  involved	
  are	
  well	
  below	
  those	
  for	
  
recurrent	
  funding.	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  levels	
  of	
  capital	
  expenditure	
  fluctuated	
  considerably	
  between	
  2009	
  and	
  2013,	
  mainly	
  due	
  to	
  investment	
  under	
  the	
  
Building	
  the	
  Education	
  Revolution	
  (BER).	
  	
  Although	
  it	
  wasn’t	
  a	
  typical	
  year,	
  capital	
  expenditure	
  in	
  2013	
  averaged	
  around	
  
$330	
  per	
  government	
  school	
  student	
  (almost	
  all	
  from	
  government	
  sources),	
  compared	
  to	
  net	
  recurrent	
  income	
  of	
  
around	
  $12,500.	
  Capital	
  expenditure	
  per	
  Catholic	
  school	
  student	
  was	
  higher	
  at	
  around	
  $600	
  (with	
  a	
  quarter	
  publicly	
  
funded),	
  against	
  total	
  recurrent	
  funding	
  of	
  around	
  $12,200.	
  Capital	
  expenditure	
  per	
  Independent	
  school	
  student	
  was	
  
$1420	
  (with	
  around	
  13%	
  publicly	
  funded),	
  against	
  total	
  recurrent	
  funding	
  of	
  $16,600.	
  
	
  
Such	
  figures	
  might	
  suggest	
  that	
  it	
  would	
  be	
  expensive	
  for	
  governments	
  to	
  pick	
  up	
  the	
  balance	
  of	
  capital	
  funding	
  of	
  non-­‐
government	
  schools.	
  But	
  the	
  nature	
  of	
  capital	
  expenditure	
  and	
  the	
  amounts	
  involved	
  cannot	
  easily	
  be	
  compared	
  across	
  
systems.	
  Many	
  of	
  the	
  building	
  programs	
  in	
  non-­‐government	
  schools	
  create	
  facilities	
  which	
  are	
  beyond	
  the	
  code	
  
requirements	
  for	
  similar	
  government	
  schools.	
  While	
  this	
  might	
  improve	
  the	
  visual	
  or	
  even	
  functional	
  amenity	
  in	
  those	
  
schools	
  it	
  has	
  little	
  if	
  any	
  impact	
  on	
  measurable	
  student	
  outcomes.	
  	
  
	
  	
  	
  
How	
  much	
  public	
  money	
  have	
  non-­‐government	
  schools	
  received	
  for	
  capital	
  -­‐	
  compared	
  with	
  amounts	
  received	
  by	
  
government	
  schools?	
  Between	
  2009	
  and	
  2012,	
  capital	
  funding	
  provided	
  by	
  governments	
  to	
  Catholic	
  schools	
  amounted	
  
to	
  73%	
  of	
  the	
  funds	
  provided	
  to	
  government	
  schools.	
  The	
  equivalent	
  figure	
  for	
  Independent	
  schools	
  was	
  60%.	
  If	
  there	
  
are	
  large	
  amounts	
  of	
  publicly	
  sourced	
  recurrent	
  funds	
  going	
  into	
  capital	
  these	
  figures	
  will	
  be	
  higher.	
  	
  
	
  
Public	
  capital	
  funding	
  of	
  non-­‐government	
  schools	
  in	
  Australia	
  needs	
  to	
  be	
  considered	
  against	
  practice	
  in	
  countries	
  such	
  
as	
  New	
  Zealand	
  where	
  church	
  (mainly	
  Catholic)	
  schools	
  became	
  integrated	
  into	
  the	
  state	
  system	
  from	
  the	
  1970s.	
  But	
  
only	
  the	
  recurrent	
  costs	
  of	
  the	
  integrated	
  schools	
  are	
  fully	
  publicly	
  funded;	
  the	
  New	
  Zealand	
  government	
  maintains	
  the	
  
schools,	
  but	
  rarely	
  contributes	
  to	
  other	
  capital	
  expenses.	
  The	
  publicly-­‐sourced	
  capital	
  funding	
  of	
  non-­‐government	
  
schools	
  in	
  Australia	
  is	
  certainly	
  more	
  generous.	
  The	
  upshot	
  is	
  that	
  non-­‐government	
  schools	
  in	
  Australia	
  have	
  operational	
  
independence	
  and	
  a	
  limited	
  range	
  of	
  public	
  obligations	
  -­‐	
  yet	
  are	
  arguably	
  more	
  generously	
  funded	
  than	
  their	
  much	
  more	
  
highly	
  regulated	
  counterparts	
  in	
  New	
  Zealand.	
  	
  
	
  
Other	
  funding	
  
	
  
Apart	
  from	
  capital	
  there	
  are	
  other	
  areas	
  of	
  funding	
  to	
  consider	
  and	
  other	
  costs	
  incurred	
  in	
  schooling.	
  Some	
  of	
  these,	
  
such	
  as	
  tax	
  benefits	
  or	
  exemptions,	
  are	
  indirect	
  and	
  not	
  represented	
  in	
  the	
  budget/s	
  of	
  schools	
  or	
  school	
  systems	
  –	
  and	
  
are	
  certainly	
  not	
  included	
  in	
  My	
  School	
  data.	
  Indirect	
  benefits	
  to	
  schools	
  can	
  also	
  be	
  substantial	
  and	
  there	
  is	
  no	
  
assurance	
  that	
  indirect	
  funding	
  or	
  funded	
  services	
  are	
  distributed	
  in	
  any	
  equitable	
  manner	
  between	
  schools	
  and	
  
systems.	
  If	
  counted,	
  they	
  might	
  add	
  to	
  the	
  funding	
  of	
  some	
  schools	
  far	
  more	
  than	
  others.	
  They	
  include,	
  but	
  are	
  not	
  
limited	
  to:	
  
• The	
  conveyance	
  of	
  students	
  to	
  and	
  from	
  school.	
  	
  
• The	
  tax	
  deductibility	
  of	
  donations	
  to	
  schools,	
  for	
  example	
  to	
  building	
  and	
  library	
  funds.	
  	
  
• The	
  tax	
  benefits	
  of	
  charity	
  status.	
  	
  
• The	
  indirect	
  expenditure	
  incurred	
  by	
  outside	
  agencies,	
  including	
  philanthropy.	
  	
  	
  
• Exemption	
  from	
  local	
  government	
  rates	
  
• Downstream	
  public	
  costs,	
  for	
  example	
  in	
  health	
  and	
  welfare	
  services,	
  which	
  may	
  be	
  linked	
  to	
  access	
  to	
  and	
  
adequacy	
  of	
  schooling.	
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APPENDIX	
  5:	
  INCONSISTENCIES	
  IN	
  COMBINED	
  GOVERNMENT	
  FUNDING	
  	
  
	
  
As	
  is	
  appropriate,	
  “government	
  funding”	
  in	
  this	
  analysis	
  refers	
  to	
  the	
  combined	
  amounts	
  per	
  student	
  coming	
  from	
  both	
  
state	
  and	
  federal	
  governments,	
  but	
  that	
  points	
  to	
  an	
  extremely	
  problematic	
  area.	
  While	
  the	
  funding	
  is	
  combined	
  there	
  is	
  
almost	
  no	
  coordination	
  between	
  the	
  governments	
  which	
  are	
  dispensing	
  the	
  money.	
  The	
  result	
  is	
  a	
  very	
  complex	
  and	
  
variable	
  set	
  of	
  figures,	
  as	
  illustrated	
  in	
  this	
  graph.	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
The	
  graph	
  shows	
  the	
  recurrent	
  funding	
  of	
  non-­‐government	
  schools	
  as	
  a	
  percentage	
  of	
  the	
  funding	
  of	
  government	
  
schools	
  in	
  the	
  same	
  ICSEA	
  range.	
  NSW	
  is	
  the	
  only	
  state	
  where	
  the	
  distribution	
  of	
  public	
  funding	
  resembles	
  the	
  Australian	
  
average.	
  It	
  would	
  seem	
  that	
  those	
  wanting	
  to	
  attend	
  a	
  well-­‐funded	
  non-­‐government	
  school	
  are	
  best	
  advised	
  to	
  move	
  to	
  
Victoria	
  or	
  choose	
  a	
  Catholic	
  –	
  but	
  not	
  Independent	
  -­‐	
  school	
  in	
  Queensland.	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  public	
  funding	
  of	
  both	
  non-­‐government	
  sectors	
  in	
  Victoria	
  in	
  2013	
  was	
  well	
  above	
  the	
  funding	
  of	
  similar	
  government	
  
schools.	
  It	
  cost	
  governments	
  $56	
  million	
  more	
  to	
  fund	
  students	
  in	
  Victorian	
  non-­‐government	
  schools	
  -­‐	
  than	
  it	
  would	
  
have	
  cost	
  to	
  fund	
  them	
  in	
  similar	
  government	
  schools.	
  Yet	
  two	
  years	
  later,	
  in	
  2015,	
  the	
  Labor	
  Party	
  in	
  Victoria	
  completed	
  
a	
  pre-­‐election	
  deal	
  to	
  increase	
  funding	
  to	
  Catholic	
  schools.	
  They	
  either	
  didn’t	
  have	
  the	
  information	
  available	
  on	
  this	
  
graph	
  –	
  or	
  for	
  some	
  reason	
  it	
  didn’t	
  matter.	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  graph	
  certainly	
  paints	
  a	
  complex	
  picture	
  across	
  Australia	
  and	
  illustrates	
  why	
  the	
  Gonski	
  panel	
  recommended	
  that	
  a	
  
Schools	
  Resourcing	
  Body	
  be	
  established	
  to	
  better	
  coordinate	
  funding	
  between	
  the	
  levels	
  of	
  government.	
  This	
  didn't	
  
happen	
  and	
  the	
  graph	
  shows	
  why	
  it	
  should	
  still	
  be	
  a	
  priority.	
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  In	
  the	
  interests	
  of	
  brevity	
  we	
  use	
  terms	
  such	
  as	
  government,	
  non-­‐government,	
  public	
  and	
  private	
  in	
  full	
  awareness	
  that,	
  by	
  
themselves,	
  they	
  are	
  less	
  than	
  adequate	
  labels.	
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  http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/School_Funding/School_Funding/Submissions	
  
9	
  The	
  average	
  ICSEA	
  for	
  government	
  schools	
  is	
  around	
  983,	
  Catholic	
  schools	
  around	
  1040	
  and	
  Independent	
  schools	
  around	
  1071	
  (My	
  
School	
  6.0).	
  	
  
10	
  http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/School_Funding/School_Funding/Submissions	
  
11	
  The	
  Index	
  of	
  Community	
  Socio-­‐Educational	
  Advantage	
  (ICSEA).	
  	
  ACARA	
  lists	
  school	
  ICSEA	
  values	
  on	
  the	
  My	
  School	
  website	
  using	
  a	
  
scale	
  that	
  has	
  1000	
  as	
  its	
  mid-­‐point,	
  with	
  more	
  educationally	
  advantaged	
  school	
  communities	
  attracting	
  a	
  higher	
  figure	
  and	
  less	
  
advantaged	
  communities	
  a	
  lower	
  figure.	
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  In	
  this	
  analysis	
  “public”	
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  per	
  student	
  coming	
  from	
  state	
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  federal	
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  For	
  a	
  more	
  complete	
  and	
  authoritative	
  discussion	
  of	
  ICSEA,	
  see	
  
http://www.acara.edu.au/verve/_resources/Guide_to_understanding_icsea_values.pdf	
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  These	
  analyses	
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  Special	
  schools	
  and	
  schools	
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  data	
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  not	
  reported	
  on	
  My	
  School	
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30	
  It	
  is	
  also	
  the	
  case	
  that	
  some	
  "Generalist"	
  schools	
  in	
  all	
  sectors	
  have	
  units	
  catering	
  for	
  students	
  with	
  special	
  needs	
  and	
  these	
  are	
  
accounted	
  in	
  the	
  reporting	
  of	
  those	
  schools.	
  
31	
  While	
  comparisons	
  based	
  solely	
  on	
  the	
  numbers	
  are	
  highly	
  problematic	
  in	
  this	
  area,	
  it	
  seems	
  strange	
  that	
  while	
  these	
  private	
  
students	
  would/should	
  benefit	
  most	
  from	
  a	
  proper	
  application	
  of	
  Gonski	
  principles,	
  they	
  appear	
  to	
  be	
  lagging	
  well	
  behind	
  their	
  
generalist	
  school	
  cousins	
  at	
  present,	
  at	
  least	
  in	
  statistical	
  terms.	
  
